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December 15, 1989 


Eugene P. Mahoney 
PO Box 74 
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 


Dear Mr. Mahoney: 


The coin weight and value charts in Franklin's pocket almanacs seem to have 
been kept in standing type for years at a time, so that a defective type could 
reappear year after year. The "S" in Spanish is somehow in our copies from 
1756 to 1759. In some of those years it barely prints, so there is just a 
ghost of an impression. In other years it only partly prints. I suppose that 
the depth of the impression would vary from one copy to another even in the 
same year; for example, you say that Penn's copy of the 1758 issue has no "™S" 
but our copy does have a clearly visible partial "S". It might be possible to 
figure out what year your label comes from, but not from a single “point” like 
the "S", Even after a minute analysis, you still might not be able to say 
anything more than that it came from one of those four years. 


Around 1792 tables explaining the new federal money appeared in arithmetic 
text books, in newspapers, and in special publications such as the enclosed. 
Again, the range of possibilities is so great that you might have to settle 
for an indeterminate conclusion. Of course you could always get lucky and 
find your table with a shot in the dark (like the enclosed??). 


I hope this is of some help. With best wishes for a happy holiday season. 


Yours sincerely, 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 30, 1990 


Mr. Eugene Mahoney 
Box 74 
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 


Dear Mr. Mahoney: 


Ever since giving my talk on American coin scales in Philadelphia before 
the ISASC group, I have been trying to contact you because of mutual 
research interests. I have telephoned you at 304-258-4755 on at least 
10 occasions and you have never been in. I want to talk to you about 
some of the research problems on coin scales. The enclosed copy of 
letter from Diana urges me to do so. 


Let me know how to get in touch with you. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


poor Eugene F. Mahoney, CELALKE. 
Arete gs 


: WEIGH TSinco SGALES 
e es 


Pr O.BOoxK 74 
BERKELEY SPRINGS, WEST VIRGINIA 25411 


June 11, 1990 


Eric P. Newman 

6450 cecil Ave. 
St. Louis 
Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Following the ISASC convention I was in Philadelphia a week and then 
three weeks in Québec, On my return I received your letter of May 30. 


In Philadelphia, I continued my efforts to gather further information 
concerning money weights and scales, and while I identified three more 
weights and two new maker's or seller's marks of weights made in Philadel- 
phia from 1709 to about 1733, my five years of research in documents 
appears to be as complete as one may expect. 


The incidental result of my work, in addition to.a great deal of 
pleasure and satisfaction, has been the non-specific identification of a 
label from 1792 listing thegnew cent authorized by law to weight 264 
grains. Also a label identified as a page from a Pocket Almanac of Benj- 
amin Franklin's printing shop in the late 1750's further shows that alman- 
ac pages were the source of many labels in extant English manufactured metal 
and wooden weight and scale sets. One of my first leads on that was page 
39 in Studies on Money in Early America. 


George Mallis thought this unlikely but I believe may now be less 
convinced after I wrote and spoke with him. 


Organization of amterials and writing are my current activity and while 
I'll not be here the week of June 17, I expect to be at home through most 
of July, August and September until the 15th of that month. 


If I ever consult a psychologist oR psychiatrist I'll remember to 
ask him how I manage to leave such a deep and lasting impression on others. 
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ee ‘i Mahoney, CELALE. 


re WEIGHTS & SCARES 


PEO: SO xa 
BERKELEY SPRINGS. WEST VIRGINIA 25411 


June 15, 1990 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Thank you for your call. Fime precludes a thorough answer to the 
guestions you posed. However, taking one item at a time, I'11 begin with 
George Plumly (1680-1754). George was a cutler by trade. He arrived in 
Philadelphia in 1682 on the same ship on which Thomas Paschall (died 1718) 
arrived. 


Thomas Paschall was the first ,recorded sealer of money weights 
and measures in 1699. His mark is . George Plumly was appointed, along 
with Peter Stretch (very well known clockmaker) to prepare and sell fourteen 
weights from one halfpenny to twenty shillings and to stamp their respective 
marks thereon and be accountable for their exactness. George Plumly's mark 
is@, as well asPLUNLYon some weights. [Photo 5] 


To date, I've not uncovered any Peter Stretch mark, or weights, but one 
other known person who stamped_identical types of weights was Philip Syng, Sr. 
or Philip Syng, Jr. The mark: “185. Searches of relevant documents and contacts 
at the Philadelphia Museum of Art which has an exrensive collection of Syng, 
Sr. and Syng, Jr. artifacts in_silver hasn't determined whether Syng, Sr. 
used the|PSjand Syng, Jr. the (Por each used both marks. I find it difficult to 
believe the latter. 


Ellen Doney of the Museum of Art has told me they are doing a study on 
Syng marks and they would tell me their conclusions. One reference includes Psy 
as a Syng mark. Possibly a Peter Stretch? Would your Philadelphia Art 
Museum contact be able to help get this information? I've written twice and 
called twice since last Novermber and am still waiting. 


Other identified sets of weights of this genre include marks by (se) lin}, (! ( 
WHI) I've not been able to document any of these sealers although 
I have identified qualified candidates by time period and location. 


Item @)is the set I have an appointment to photograph on June 25th. 
I've only s@en the weights piled in the box behind the display case and 
recognized the) mark. Your data may help identify the [iR). [See (A) ] 


The Richardson correspondence is of great interest. The George Plumly 
and two other sets are probably English box and scale sets but the weights 
are unquestionably unique to Philadelphia. At any rate, in five years of 
research I've yet to see anything similar in any publication or collection 
to which I've had access. 


However, even the three known boxes are, I believe, of mahogany wood and 
the British weren't using it for furniture until somewhat later. There is 

a fourth box but I've never handled it in person. Nevertheless, this infor- 
mation would not preclude Philadelphia use of mahogany for small containers, 
or a similar undocumented use in England. That is another unexamined area. 
The Colonists would but anything they could find that would make a cargo 
from the Carribean and may well have shipped mahogany north to Philadelphia 
and over to England before it became a popular wood for furniture gbout 1720, 


Examination of Richardson boxes in detail might help. The Atwater- 
Kent Museum in Philadelphia has one. The curator showed it to me some 
time back but I didn't examine it that closely since it wasn't of the 
George Plumly genre. 

an 

The two photographs marked 2)are the 1792 label in/obviously English 
set. I've not been able to document the label as to almanack source but 
as the latter and attachment from James Green says, I might get lucky. 
The relevant dates from Eckfeldt and Du Bois,"A Manual of Gold and Silver 
Coins---," 1842, courtesy of Gary Batz,lists the 2 April 1792 law with 
the cent to weight 264 grains, and the 14 January 1793 date when the weight 
was legally reduced to 208 grains. 


Don Taxay in "The U.S. Mint and Coinage," 1966, on page 59 mentions 
that Walter Breen notes the copper Getz pattern as close to the 264 grains 
prescribed by the Morris bill for the cent. I haven't gotten around to 
getting a copy of Breen's article. 


The photographs marked (4 Jand the two photocopies of photographs are 
the English set with English weights and the label from Benjamin Franklin's 
"Pocket Almanack." The photographs from the Library Company are actual 
size and the change in format came in 1761. The "Pocket Almanack" was 
first published in 1741 (printed in 1740) and the chart for values of coins 
began in 1744 and was the same until 1760. I don't have a copy of the book 
but the details are in "Benjamin Franklin's Phila. Printing. 1728-1766" 
by C. William Miller, American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, 1974. 


The letter from James Green explains itself. 
Plumal 
I've sent you photographs of, the 1792 and Franklin label sets but 
would appreciate it if you'd copy them for your own information and return 
the photographs. 


Gary Batz of Willowdale, Ontario, Canada, has helped in much of my 
research and we discussed writing a book on the George Plumly, et al, 
weights together. However, since the bulk of the work has been my own, 
and collaborating by mail is unsatisfactory I've decided to write the Plumly 
study myself as wedl as writing up the 1792 and Franklin label set. 


Thank you for your interest. I look forward to the Richardson inform- 
ation and if you are still an ANA stalwart perhaps you might order a 
photocopy of Walter Breen's "The United States Patterns of 1792,"The Coin 
Collector's Journal, March-April 1954, and have them bill and send it to 
me. I'd truly appreciate that. 


While primarily now interested in research, I'm still acquisitive and 
in Québec I saw a 14 # brass bell weight engraved Imperial, Standard Weight, 
dated 1880, and made by V & R Blakemore of London & Birmingham with the 
crown and C 4A, made for Montserrat in the Lesser Antilles. Recognizing 
it was likely to be unique, much over-priced (the dealer told me Montserrat 
was a city in Québec ) and, bruised and battered, I bought it. It looks 
very respectable now that I've polished it. I've written Diana Crawforth to 
ask what she may know of V & R Blakemore. 
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e+ Eugene P. Mahoney ISAS. 
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Pa One Os 74 
BERKELEY SPRINGS, WEST VIRGINIA 25411 


July 19, 1290 


Dear Mr. Newman, 
Your two packets arrived in good time and I am slow to reply. 


A snippet from some random reasearch at the Mass. Hist. Soc. some | 
years ago provides the following: 


[Boston Gazette, Aug. 7, 1753] Jonathan Dakin. Scale maker. Made and | 
sold by Jonathan Dakin, Mathematical. Balance-Maker, at the Sign of 
the Hand and Beam, below the Mill-Bridge in Middle Street, Boston. 

All sorts of Scale Beams ready prov'd and seal'd as the Law directs; 

likewise Money Scales, with Weights, such as Ounces, Penny Weights and 

Grains; where all Perons in Town or Country, may be supply'd at the 

lowest Rates for ready Money. 


Since the "Sign of the Hand and Beam" is so specific and one would 
assume personal, I note that I saw a set with the hand and beam design in the 
upper left corner lacking the Billings name, as is shown by George Mallis 
one page 356 and 358 of summer 1981's Equilibrium, at the May ISASC Con- 
vention. Coincidence or a connection with a printer who worked for scale 
makers in particular and had a set format? 


The Richardson data by Martha Fales was new to me and excellent 
background. However, I found Fales'comment on page 69 suggesting that gold- 
smiths (or silversmiths) cut their own dies for makers' marks too presump- 
tuous. If I were to guess I'd speculate that there were "suppliers to the 
trade" who provided standardized touchmarks' cesigngln steel with which 
the buyer would receive his punched initials or would arrange for the letter- 
ing with his local black-metal-smith. 


The subject of touchmarks interests me much for I have never seen 
one or read of them in inventories, yet have frequently seen mention of 
sets of letter punches. 


My interest in the 1792 data on U.S. coin weights is not in the 
legislative data but in the speed with which the information was published 
in various m@dia. I know of only the one label in a scale box. That from 
appearances was cut form an "Almanack" which I've not been able to identify. 
The other was in an arithmetic book as noted in the letter from the Library 
Company of Philadelphia. I'm merely looking for further data to demonstrate 
from a new view the ability or our Colonial forebears to "keep up with 
current information." 


I'll not take on your suggestion to write an article on the Richard- 
son data for Equilibrium as the period is peripheral to my major study of 
1709-17402. However, if it hasn't been done when I've completed my own 
assigned chores I'll let you know. 


ee 


I did have an opportunity to examine the Benjamin Franklin "Account Books'" 
data published by George Simpson Eddy on a visit to the American Philosoph- 
ical Society in late June but found nothing on printing of scale labels. 
However, Eddy mentioned that he did not reproduce the "charges for bill- 
heads, hand-bills, legal blanks and other printing of a similar character" 
which might well include mentions of scake-makers'labels. Another chore 

for the "to be done" list in finding the location of the original account 
books and gaining access to them. 


Eddy did mention some gold value data which might interest you. 


Account Books Kept by Benjamin Franklin, Ledger "D" 1739-1747. 
Notes: by G.S:Eddy,; N.ve, 1929. 


1743- 130 dwts 
1745- 231 dwts 
1746- 194 dwts 
1747- 87 dwts 
1748- 70 dwts 


of gold 
of gold 
of gold 
of gold 
of gold 


£37-12-6 
&/3-1-0 
£60-16-0 
£27-3-9 
£23-15-0 


[My estimates! ] 
[£5.15.9 ] 
[b6.6.6] 
[16.524] 
[46.5.0] 
[£6.15.9] 


Although not metioned specifically, I'm sure the gold referred to is 
coin, not bullion. 


Again, Mr. Newman, thank you for your assistance and I may take ad- 
vantage of your offere of access to materials from your research facilities. 


Fraternally, 


cha We 


be A. George Mallis - w/atts 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


July 24, 1990 


Mr. Eugene P. Mahoney 

P. O. Box 74 

Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 

Dear Eugene: 

Thank you for the Dakin information. It would seem that Dakin could 
have imported and sold money scales and not made them himself. What 
is your view? 


All of the data was intriguing. Keep gattiering =t. 


/ Sincerely, 


Fie re 
ae yee 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


FROM : MONEY MUSEUM FAX NO. : 3145165903 May. 18 2000 04:15PM Pl 


To: Eugene D. Mahoney May 18, 2000 


From: Eric P. Newman 


{ want to compliment you on your article on the DeBlois scale which was just 
published in EQM. Your research was fascinating and solved a problem which I had 
been working on. 

Your discovery of the DeBlois trade card at Winthur was wonderfia! and 
confirmed matters. The correction of S&M entry was then a natural. 

I have a DeBlois scale in our collection, the label of which has the: long S of Sq 
written so that it looks more like L. The q at the right bottom of the label has its lower 
portion wornm away and what is left resembles a or o. | certainly cari understand the 
mistake of S&M. I then checked $&M and find that due to the hole in the box for the 
loop to go through to the top of the clasp to catch it a part of the label is miscopied in 
S&M. The heading in column 4 on page 41 does read “in Lawful” as there is no such 
thing as “Full Lawful”. ‘This is not corrected in the error sheet published with the S&M 
reprint. 

As to the Hurd label 1 wonder why it is attributed to 1765. I think is should be 
earlier. 


Keep writing and thrive, 


